June 28, 2007

The Honourable Dalton McGuinty

Premier of Ontario

Room 281, Legislative Building

Queen’s Park

Toronto, On. M7A 1A1

Dear Premier McGuinty,

I am not sure if you are aware that the Toronto District School Board and the City of Toronto are facing the closure of 30 community/school pools over the next two years because of funding problems.
This is a situation where we need your help.  It may in fact be an opportunity for your government to step in to the gap and become the heroes that we need to keep our pools functioning!  

In a day when we as a nation are increasingly concerned with obesity in general and childhood obesity in particular (as well as other ‘life-style” diseases) it makes no sense to close our pools.  Each year hundreds of children learn to swim in these pools.  The long term effect of not teaching our children to swim will have dire consequences in creating huge drains on health care budgets in the years to come.  Further, the loss of life from drowning, already the second leading cause of accidental death among children, will undoubtedly increase.  There is no dollar value anyone can place on a child’s life.  

Not only do these pools provide necessary opportunities for our childrens’ health, safety and development, but they are also used by the entire community to remain healthy.  If a future drain on health care budgets doesn’t concern us, what about an immediate one?  

Mr. Nicolucci, 80 years of age, said it best when he explained to me, “My knees are sore.  But if I can swim, I don’t need a doctor.  When I leave the pool, I feel like a young man.”  Mr. Nicolucci is only one of the hundreds of community members who use the pools weekly and in so doing take responsibility for their own health, thus relieving the “system” of their needs.  Were these pools to close, you would begin to see the drain on our already overburdened health care system almost immediately from the increase in professional medical attention being sought to deal with life-style related illnesses in pool users who are middle aged and older.

Our First Nations elders say that when we make a decision we need to keep in mind the best interests of the seventh generation, whose faces we can see coming towards us.  Those faces will indeed accuse our generation’s shortsightedness in this matter if we fail to find an answer that ensures the health of our population.  

Mr. McGuinty, I urge you to consider what your government can do to keep our pools open. Is it not the mandate of the Ministry of Health to educate the public regarding life-long, personal responsibility for health?  What better way to do this than to encourage and support our education system in its “Learn to Swim” programs, as well as to provide communities with the facilities to do the same?
We are asking that you come to the table with us to find a solution to this problem.  
 
We call on you to use your power as Premier to:
1. Change the funding formula for supporting our schools.  
2. Keep your campaign promise of rolling back the downloading that began during the Harris administration. 
3. Bring together the different ministries to find a way of averting this potential disaster.
We as a committee eagerly await your reply.  We can be reached at the above address, by email at lpereverzoff@yahoo.com or by phone at 416-761-9905.
Very Sincerely,

